Peripheral benzodiazepine receptors: on mice and human brain imaging.
There are numerous methods designed to monitor brain neuropathologies resulting from a wide arsenal of insults. Regardless of the cause of neuronal death, reactive glial cells always appear at and around the site of degeneration. These cells are distinguished by the exceptional abundance of peripheral benzodiazepine receptors, particularly compared with surrounding neurons. Measuring the binding of specific ligands to these peripheral benzodiazepine receptors offers a unique indirect marker for reliable damage assessment in the CNS and a faithful indicator for the accompanying cognitive deficits.